


John 16.16-24 (ESV) 

“A little while, and you will see me no longer; and 
again a little while, and you will see me.” 17 So  

some of his disciples said to one another, “What is 
this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will  
not see me, and again a little while, and you will  
see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?”  
 



John 16.16-24 (ESV) 
18 So they were saying, “What does he mean by  
‘a little while’? We do not know what he is  
talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that they wanted to 
ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are  
asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A  
little while and you will not see me, and again a  
little while and you will see me’? 



John 16.16-24 (ESV) 
20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and  
lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be  
sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.  
21 When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow  
because her hour has come, but when she has  
delivered the baby,  



John 16.16-24 (ESV) 

she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that  
a human being has been born into the world.22 So 
also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, 
and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take  
your joy from you. 23 In that day you will ask  
nothing of me.  



John 16.16-24 (ESV) 

Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the 
Father in my name, he will give it to you.24 Until 
now you have asked nothing in my name.  Ask, and 
you will receive, that your joy may be full.   



From Sorrow to Joy 



John 16:16–19 (ESV) 

“A little while, and you will see me no longer; and 
again a little while, and you will see me.” 17 So 
some of his disciples said to one another, “What is 
this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will 
not see me, and again a little while, and you will 
see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 



John 16:16–19 (ESV) 
18 So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a 
little while’? We do not know what he is talking 
about.” 19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, 
so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking 
yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while 
and you will not see me, and again a little while 
and you will see me’?  



From Sorrow to Joy 



Summary: In a little while, I will be 
gone. But not long after that, you’ll see 

me again. The disciples didn’t 
understand what he meant when he 

said: “I will be gone but I’ll soon return.” 



Jesus often showed his 
compassion. 

 

 

 



John 16:20 (ESV)  

Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, 
but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, 
but your sorrow will turn into joy.  



Philippians 4:4 (ESV) 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.  



Psalm 66:1 (ESV) 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth;  



Galatians 5:22 (ESV)  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy … 



Here's a little song I wrote 
You might want to sing it note for note 

Don't worry, be happy 
In every life we have some trouble 

But when you worry you make it double 
Don't worry, be happy 

Don't worry, be happy now 

 

 



John 16:21–22 (ESV)  

When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow 
because her hour has come, but when she has 
delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the 
anguish, for joy that a human being has been born 
into the world. 22 So also you have sorrow now, but 
I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, 
and no one will take your joy from you.  



Jesus understands your pain.   

 

 

 



John 16:23-24 (ESV) 
23 In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the 
Father in my name, he will give it to you.24 Until 
now you have asked nothing in my name.  Ask, and 
you will receive, that your joy may be full.   



2 Corinthians 1:3–4 (ESV)  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so 
that we may be able to comfort those who are in 
any affliction, with the comfort with which we 
ourselves are comforted by God.  



2 Corinthians 1:8-11 (ESV)  
8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, 
of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we 
were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that 
we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we 
had received the sentence of death. But that was 
to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who 
raises the dead.  



2 Corinthians 1:8-11 (ESV)  
10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he 
will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that 
he will deliver us again. 11 You also must help us by 
prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf 
for the blessing granted us through the prayers of 
many.  

 


