


The Claims of Christ  

 



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

This was why the Jews were seeking all the more 
to kill him, because not only was he breaking the 
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own 
Father, making himself equal with God. 19 So Jesus 
said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can 
do nothing of his own accord,  



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

but only what he sees the Father doing. For 
whatever the Father does, that the Son does 
likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows 
him all that he himself is doing. And greater works 
than these will he show him, so that you may 
marvel.  



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them 
life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. 
22 For the Father judges no one, but has given all 
judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the 
Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does 
not honor the Son does not honor the Father 



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 
hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but 
has passed from death to life. 25 “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God,  



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father 
has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also 
to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him 
authority to execute judgment, because he is the 
Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is 
coming when all who are in the tombs will hear 



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

his voice 29 and come out, those who have done 
good to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.  
30 “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, 
and my judgment is just, because I seek not my 
own will but the will of him who sent me.  



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony 
is not true. 32 There is another who bears witness 
about me, and I know that the testimony that he 
bears about me is true. 33 You sent to John, and he 
has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not that the 
testimony that I receive is from man,  



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

but I say these things so that you may be saved. 
35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you 
were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But 
the testimony that I have is greater than that of 
John. For the works that the Father has given me to 
accomplish, the very works that I am doing,  



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

bear witness about me that the Father has sent 
me. 37 And the Father who sent me has himself 
borne witness about me. His voice you have never 
heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do 
not have his word abiding in you, for you do not 
believe the one whom he has sent.  



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

39 You search the Scriptures because you think that 
in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 
bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come 
to me that you may have life. 41 I do not receive 
glory from people. 42 But I know that you do not 
have the love of God within you.  



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not 
receive me. If another comes in his own name, you 
will receive him. 44 How can you believe, when you 
receive glory from one another and do not seek the 
glory that comes from the only God? 45 Do not 
think that I will accuse you to the Father.  



John 5:18-47 (ESV) 

There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom 
you have set your hope. 46 For if you believed 
Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 
47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will 
you believe my words?” 



1. I am united to the Father.   

2. I am commissioned by the Father to give life 
and render judgment. 

3. I am the recipient of expert testimony 
confirming my identity.  

 

 

3 Essential Claims 



  

I am united to the Father.  

 



 

I am commissioned by the Father to 
give life and render judgment.  

 

  



John 5:25-29 (ESV) 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is 
now here, when the dead will hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For 
as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted 
the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has 
given him authority to execute judgment,  

  



John 5:25-29 (ESV) 

because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at 
this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the 
tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those 
who have done good to the resurrection of life, 
and those who have done evil to the resurrection 
of judgment. 

  



“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the 
really foolish thing that people often say about 
Him: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral 
teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’ 
That is the one thing we must not say. A man who 
was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus 
said would not be a great moral teacher. He would 
either be a lunatic –  



on a level with the man who says he is a poached 
egg – or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You 
must make your choice. Either this man was, and 
is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something 
worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit 
at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at 
His feet and call Him Lord and God.  

  



But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense 
about His being a great human teacher. He has not 
left that open to us. He did not intent to.”  

       –CS Lewis 

 

  



 

I am the recipient of expert testimony 
confirming my identity.   

 

  



John 5:39-47 (ESV) 

You search the Scriptures because you think that 
in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 
bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come 
to me that you may have life. 41 I do not receive 
glory from people. 42 But I know that you do not 
have the love of God within you.  



John 5:39-47 (ESV) 

43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do 
not receive me. If another comes in his own name, 
you will receive him. 44 How can you believe, when 
you receive glory from one another and do not 
seek the glory that comes from the only God? 
45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father.  



John 5:39-47 (ESV) 

There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom 
you have set your hope. 46 For if you believed 
Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 
47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will 
you believe my words?” 



“…it is certain that man never achieves a clear 
knowledge of himself unless he has first looked 
upon God’s face, and then descends from 
contemplating him to scrutinize himself. For we 
always seem to ourselves righteous and upright 
and wise and holy—this pride is innate in all of 
us—unless by clear proofs we stand convinced of 
our own unrighteousness, foulness, folly,  

  



and impurity. Moreover, we are not thus 
convinced if we look merely to ourselves and not 
also to the Lord, who is the sole standard by which 
this judgment must be measured. For, because all 
of us are inclined by nature to hypocrisy, a kind of 
empty image of righteousness in place of 
righteousness itself abundantly satisfies us.”  
       –John Calvin  

  



If you would like to talk to Chuck about the sermon, please 
feel free to call him or email him. 

 

480-967-0569 
 

chuck@churchonmill.org 
 

 


