


Baptist, Bridegroom, and 
Friend 

 



John 3:22-36 (ESV) 

After this Jesus and his disciples went into the 
Judean countryside, and he remained there with 
them and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing 
at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful 
there, and people were coming and being baptized 
24 (for John had not yet been put in prison).  



John 3:22-36 (ESV) 

25 Now a discussion arose between some of John’s 
disciples and a Jew over purification. 26 And they 
came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was 
with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore 
witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to 
him.” 



John 3:22-36 (ESV) 

27 John answered, “A person cannot receive even 
one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not 
the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The 
one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The 
friend of the bridegroom,  



John 3:22-36 (ESV) 

who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the 
bridegroom’s voice. Therefore, this joy of mine is 
now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must 
decrease.” 31 He who comes from above is above 
all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth 
and speaks in an earthly way.  



John 3:22-36 (ESV) 

He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He 
bears witness to what he has seen and heard, yet 
no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever receives 
his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 
34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of 
God, for he gives the Spirit without measure.  



John 3:22-36 (ESV) 

35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things 
into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has 
eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.  



God is sovereign and good.   

 



John 3:26 (ESV) 

26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, 
he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom 
you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are 
going to him.” 



“The true Christian must watch and pray against 
the spirit here manifested by John’s disciples. It is 
very insidious, very contagious, and very injurious 
to the cause of religion. Nothing so defiles 
Christianity and gives the enemies of truth such 
occasion to blaspheme, as jealousy and  
party-spirit among Christians.”  

       –JC Ryle 

  



John 3:26 (ESV) 

26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, 
he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom 
you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are 
going to him.” 



• God is sovereign and good. 

• We exist to make much of Jesus.  

• Jesus is supreme.   

 

 

   

  

Three Truths 



God is sovereign and good.   



John 3:27 (ESV) 

John answered, “A person cannot receive even one 
thing unless it is given him from heaven.”  

 



John 3:28-30 (ESV) 

You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am 
not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 
29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. 
The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and 
hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore, this joy of mine is now complete. 
30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

  



We exist to make much of Jesus.  



John 3:30 (ESV) 

He must increase, but I must decrease. 

  



Jesus is supreme.  



John 3:31-35 (ESV) 

He who comes from above is above all. He who is 
of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an 
earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above 
all. 32 He bears witness to what he has seen and 
heard, yet no one receives his testimony.  



John 3:31-35 (ESV) 

33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to 
this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent 
utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit 
without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and 
has given all things into his hand.  



John 3:36 (ESV) 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God remains on him. 



“If someone is leaving you behind, and you are 
becoming jealous and embittered, keep praying 
that he may have success if the very matter where 
he is awaking your envy; and whether he is helped 
or not, one thing is sure, that your own soul will 
be cleansed and ennobled, that you will grow a 
little nearer to the stature of the Baptist.”  
       -William Law 

 



If you would like to talk to Chuck about the sermon, please 
feel free to call him or email him. 

 

480-967-0569 
 

chuck@churchonmill.org 
 

 


