


When God is Silent 



“Preaching is not a conversation about some 
interesting ideas. It is not the moment in 
which postmoderns hear their own private 
message in the biblical words, one unique to 
each one who hears, and then go their own 
way. No! This is God speaking! He speaks 
through the stammering lips of the preacher 



where that preacher’s mind is on the text of 
Scripture and his heart is in the presence of 
God. God, as Luther puts it, lives in the 
preacher’s mouth. 

This is the kind of preaching that issues a 
summons, which nourishes the soul, which 
draws the congregation into the very 



presence of God so that no matter what 
aspect of his character, his truth, his working 
in this world is in focus, we leave with awe, 
gratitude, encouragement, and sometimes a 
rebuke. We have been in the very presence 
of God! This is what great preaching always 
does.”  -David Wells 



Habakkuk 1:1-4 (ESV) 

The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw.  
2 O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you 
will not hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and 
you will not save? 3 Why do you make me see 
iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? 



Habakkuk 1:1-4 (ESV) 

Destruction and violence are before 
me; strife and contention arise. 4 So the law is 
paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For 
the wicked surround the righteous; so justice 
goes forth perverted.  



           When God is Silent 
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2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) 

For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.  



If you would like to talk to Chuck about the 
sermon, please feel free to call him, email him or 
friend him on Facebook. 

 480-967-0569 
 

chuck@churchonmill.org 
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