


Rest from Our Enemies 



God, what are You doing?   



God always works for His glory 

and the good of His people.   



Romans 8:28-39 (ESV)  

And we know that for those who love 

God all things work together for good, 

for those who are called according to 

his purpose. 29 For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn 

among many brothers.  



Romans 8:28-39 (ESV)  

30 And those whom he predestined he 

also called, and those whom he 

called he also justified, and those 

whom he justified he also glorified. 
31 What then shall we say to these 

things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32 He who did not spare 

his own Son but gave him 



Romans 8:28-39 (ESV)  

32 up for us all, how will he not also 

with him graciously give us all things? 
33 Who shall bring any charge against 

God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus 

is the one who died—more than that, 

who was raised—who is at the right 

hand of God, who indeed is  



Romans 8:28-39 (ESV)  

34 interceding for us. 35 Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 

or danger, or sword? 36 As it is 

written, “For your sake we are being 

killed all the day long; we are 

regarded as sheep to be 

    



Romans 8:28-39 (ESV)  

36 slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these 

things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us. 38 For I am 

sure that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor rulers, nor things present 

nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 

height nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to 

      



Romans 8:28-39 (ESV)  

39 separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.      



Esther 8:11 (ESV)  

[Issued a new edict] saying that the 

king allowed the Jews who were in 

every city to gather and defend their 

lives, to destroy, to kill, and to 

annihilate any armed force of any 

people or province that might attack 

them, children and women included, 

and to plunder their goods. 



Esther 8:15-17 (ESV)  

Then Mordecai went out from the 

presence of the king in royal robes of 

blue and white, with a great golden 

crown and a robe of fine linen and 

purple, and the city of Susa shouted 

and rejoiced. 16 The Jews had light 

and gladness and joy and honor. 



Esther 8:15-17 (ESV)  

17 And in every province and in every 

city, wherever the king’s command 

and his edict reached, there was 

gladness and joy among the Jews, a 

feast and a holiday. And many from 

the peoples of the country declared 

themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews 

had fallen on them.  



Reversal  



Esther 9:1-2 (ESV)  

Now in the twelfth month, which is the 

month of Adar, on the thirteenth day 

of the same, when the king’s 

command and edict were about to be 

carried out, on the very day when the 

enemies of the Jews hoped to gain 

the mastery over them, the reverse 

occurred: the Jews gained 



Esther 9:1-2 (ESV)  

1 mastery over those who hated them. 

2 The Jews gathered in their cities 

throughout all the provinces of King 

Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who 

sought their harm. And no one could 

stand against them, for the fear of 

them had fallen on all peoples. 

   



Esther 9:5 (ESV)  

The Jews struck all their enemies 

with the sword, killing and destroying 

them, and did as they pleased to 

those who hated them. 

 



Esther 9:12-14 (ESV)  

And the king said to Queen Esther, 

“In Susa the citadel the Jews have 

killed and destroyed 500 men and 

also the ten sons of Haman. What 

then have they done in the rest of the 

king’s provinces! Now what is your 

wish? It shall be granted you. And 

what further is your request?  



Esther 9:12-14 (ESV)  

12 It shall be fulfilled.” 13 And Esther 

said, “If it please the king, let the 

Jews who are in Susa be allowed 

tomorrow also to do according to this 

day’s edict. And let the ten sons of 

Haman be hanged on the gallows.” 
14 So the king commanded this to be 

done. A decree was issued,  

  



Esther 9:12-14 (ESV)  

14 in Susa and the ten sons of Haman 

were hanged.  



Romans 12:17-21 (ESV)  

Repay no one evil for evil, but give 

thought to do what is honorable in the 

sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it 

depends on you, live peaceably with 

all. 19 Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave it to the wrath 

of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 

mine, I will repay, says the 



Romans 12:17-21 (ESV)  

19 Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your 

enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 

thirsty, give him something to drink; 

for by so doing you will heap burning 

coals on his head.” 21 Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil 

with good.  



Esther 10:3 (ESV)  

Mordecai the Jew was second in rank 

to King Ahasuerus, and he was great 

among the Jews and popular with the 

multitude of his brothers, for he 

sought the welfare of his people and 

spoke peace to all his people. 



Relief  



The rest and relief found in the 

Old Testament was just a 

temporary shadow of the 

permanent thing given in Christ.   



Matthew 11:28-30 (ESV)  

Come to me, all who labor and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 

heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.” 



Hebrews 4:3a (ESV)  

For we who have believed enter that 

rest 


