


God Won’t Give Me More Than I 
Can Handle  



Five Fundamental Facts 

2. We are all prone to believe lies. 

3. Ideas do not have to be truthful to significantly 

 



2 Corinthians 10:3-6 (ESV)  

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging 
war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our 
warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power  
to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and 
every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of 
God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,  



2 Corinthians 10:3-6 (ESV)  

6 being ready to punish every disobedience, when 
your obedience is complete. 



Five Fundamental Facts 

Ideas do not have to be truthful to significantly 



John 17:17-18 (ESV)  

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  
18 As you sent me into the world,  
so I have sent them into the world. 



1 Corinthians 10:13 (ESV)  

No temptation has overtaken you that is not  
common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let 
you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, 
that you may be able to endure it. 
 



God won’t give me more than I can 
handle.  



2 Corinthians 1:8–11 (ESV)  

For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers,  
of the affliction we experienced in Asia.  For we  
were so utterly burdened beyond our strength  
that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt  
that we had received the sentence of death.  



2 Corinthians 1:8–11 (ESV)  

9 But that was to make us rely not on ourselves  
but on God who raises the dead. 10 He delivered us 
from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On 
him we have set our hope that he will deliver  
us again. 11 You also must help us by prayer,  



2 Corinthians 1:8–11 (ESV)  

11 so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the 
blessing granted us through the prayers of many. 



2 Corinthians 11:23-29 (ESV) 

Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am 
talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far 
more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and 
often near death. 24 Five times I received at the  
hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 



2 Corinthians 11:23-29 (ESV) 

25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was 
stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and  
a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in 
danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger  
from my own people, danger from Gentiles,  
danger in the city, danger in the wilderness,  



2 Corinthians 11:23-29 (ESV) 

26 danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil  
and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in 
hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and 
exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there is  
the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the 
churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak?  
 



2 Corinthians 11:23-29 (ESV) 

29 Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant? 



Why?  



2 Corinthians 12:1-10 (ESV) 

I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be 
gained by it, I will go on to visions and revelations of 
the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen  
years ago was caught up to the third heaven—
whether in the body or out of the body I do  
not know, God knows. 



2 Corinthians 12:1-10 (ESV) 

3 And I know that this man was caught up into 
paradise—whether in the body or out of the body  
I do not know, God knows— 4 and he heard things  
that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5 On 
behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own  
behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses— 



2 Corinthians 12:1-10 (ESV) 

6 though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a 
fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain 
from it, so that no one may think more of me than  
he sees in me or hears from me. 7 So to keep me  
from becoming conceited because of the surpassing 
greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me 



2 Corinthians 12:1-10 (ESV) 

7 in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to 
keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should  
leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 



2 Corinthians 12:1-10 (ESV) 

9 Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am  
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong. 



“But what we most need to see is that power 
in weakness is shorthand for the cross of 
Christ. In God’s plan of redemption, there 
had to be weakness (crucifixion) before there 
was power (resurrection). And this power-in-
weakness connection is what Paul reflected 
on when he contemplated Christ’s praying 
three times amidst his weakness and 



powerlessness in Gethsemane before his 
death on the cross, which was followed by 
the power of the resurrection! Paul came to 
understand and embrace the fact that his 
thorn in the flesh was essential to his 
ongoing weakness and the experience of 
Christ’s ongoing power.”  Kent Hughes 


