


GUARD AGAINST 

UNFAITHFULNESS 

 



Malachi 2:10-16 (ESV) 

10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one 
God created us? Why then are we faithless to 
one another, profaning the covenant of our 
fathers? 11 Judah has been faithless, and 
abomination has been committed in Israel and 
in Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the 
sanctuary of the Lord, which he loves, and has 
married the daughter of a foreign god.  



Malachi 2:10-16 (ESV) 

12 May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob 
any descendant of the man who does this, who 
brings an offering to the Lord of hosts! 
13 And this second thing you do. You cover the 
Lord's altar with tears, with weeping and 
groaning because he no longer regards the 
offering or accepts it with favor from your 
hand.  



Malachi 2:10-16 (ESV) 

14 But you say, “Why does he not?” Because 
the Lord was witness between you and the 
wife of your youth, to whom you have been 
faithless, though she is your companion and 
your wife by covenant. 15 Did he not make 
them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their 
union? And what was the one God seeking? 
Godly offspring.  



Malachi 2:10-16 (ESV) 

So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none 
of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. 
16 “For the man who does not love his wife but 
divorces her, says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
covers his garment with violence, says the Lord 
of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and 
do not be faithless.” 



The people of Judah had become faithless by 
disregarding the sacredness of marriage.  

1. The men of Judah were marrying 
women who worshipped idols. 

2. The men of Judah were unfaithful -  
divorcing the wives of their youth.  



1 Cor. 12:25-26 (ESV) 

…that there may be no division in the body, 
but that the members may have the same 
care for one another. If one member suffers, 
all suffer together; if one member is honored, 
all rejoice together.  



6 WARNINGS 



1. Disregard for the sacredness of 
marriage offends and destroys 

the unity of God’s people.  
10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one 
God created us? Why then are we faithless to 
one another, profaning the covenant of our 
fathers?   



2. Disregard for the sacredness of 
marriage profanes God’s 

sanctuary.  
11 Judah has been faithless, and abomination 
has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. 
For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the 
Lord, which he loves, and has married the 
daughter of a foreign god.  

  



3. Disregard for the sacredness of 
marriage invites the judgment of God.  

12 May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob 
any descendant of the man who does this, who 
brings an offering to the Lord of hosts! 

  



4. Marital unfaithfulness destroys intimacy 
with God.  

13 And this second thing you do. You cover the Lord's altar 
with tears, with weeping and groaning because he no longer 
regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 
14 But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the Lord was 
witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom 
you have been faithless, though she is your companion and 
your wife by covenant.  

  



5. Marital unfaithfulness rejects the 
sacred design and purpose of God.  

15 Did he not make them one, with a portion of 
the Spirit in their union? And what was the one 
God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard 
yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you 
be faithless to the wife of your youth.  

  



6. Marital unfaithfulness does violence 
to people made in God’s image.  

16 “For the man who does not love his wife but 
divorces her, says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
covers his garment with violence, says the Lord 
of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and 
do not be faithless.” 

  



6. Marital unfaithfulness does violence 
to people made in God’s image.  

"I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel, 
"and the one who is guilty of violence," says 
the LORD who rules over all. (NET)  



Malachi 2:15b-16 (ESV) 

So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none 
of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. 
16 “For the man who does not love his wife but 
divorces her, says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
covers his garment with violence, says the Lord 
of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and 
do not be faithless.” 

 



Malachi 2:15b-16 (ESV) 

So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none 
of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. 
16 “For the man who does not love his wife but 
divorces her, says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
covers his garment with violence, says the Lord 
of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and 
do not be faithless.” 

 



GUARD YOURSELVES!  

DON’T BE FAITHLESS!  

(MAL. 2:15-16)  
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