


Male or Female 



I am a creature made in God’s image.    



Which one is it? 



The greatest possibility of human flourishing 
exists when we embrace God’s design.  



Genesis 1:26-28 (ESV) 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” 



Genesis 1:26-28 (ESV) 

27 So God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them. 



Genesis 1:26-28 (ESV) 

28 And God blessed them. And God said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.” 



1 Timothy 5:1-2 (ESV) 

Do not rebuke an older man but encourage 
him as you would a father, younger men as 
brothers, 2 older women as mothers, 
younger women as sisters, in all purity.  



“Complementarity means that the music of 
our relationships should not be merely the 
sound of singing in unison. It should be the 
integrated sound of soprano and bass, alto 
and tenor. It means that the differences of 
male and female will be respected and 
affirmed and valued.”  

 



“It means that male and female will not try 
to duplicate each other, but will highlight in 
each other the unique qualities that make 
for mutual enrichment.” -John Piper 

 



Genesis 3:16 (ESV) 

To the woman he said, “I will surely 
multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain 
you shall bring forth children. Your desire 
shall be for your husband, and he shall rule 
over you.” 



Genesis 3:17-19 (ESV) 

And to Adam he said, “Because you have 
listened to the voice of your wife and have 
eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the 
ground because of you; in pain you shall 
eat of it all the days of your life;” 



Genesis 3:17-19 (ESV) 

“18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for 
you; and you shall eat the plants of the 
field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall 
eat bread, till you return to the ground, for 
out of it you were taken; for you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.” 



I’m uniquely created to image God 
in my masculinity or my femininity. 



“In fact, I would say that the attempt by 
feminism to remedy the male abuse of 
women by nullifying gender differences, 
backfires and produces millions of men 
that women cannot enjoy because of their 
unmanliness, or cannot endure because of 
their distorted, brutal manliness.”  



“In other words, if we don’t teach boys and 
girls about the truth and beauty and value 
of their differences, and how to live them 
out, those differences do not mature in 
healthy ways — but dysfunctional ways.” 



“And a generation of young adults comes 
into being who simply do not know what it 
means to be a mature man or a woman; 
and the cultural price we pay for that is 
enormous.” -John Piper 

 



"Justice, in the end, is whatever God 
decrees….So whether or not you are able to 
see justice in divinely created gender roles 
depends largely on how much trust you have 
in God's character…” 



 
 
“If trust must be earned, hasn't God 
unequivocally earned our trust with the bark 
on the raw wounds, the thorns pressed into 
the brow, your name on the cracked lips? 
[And if God can be trusted, then] …gender 
roles, with all of God's gifts to human beings, 
are to be rejoiced in and enjoyed, not 
endured and resented."  -Kathy Keller  
 

 


