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Hearing and
Responding to the Gospel

Love the
World

Lusanne Covenant: Christian Social Responsibility
“We affirm that God is both the Creator and the
Judge of all people. We therefore should share his
concern for justice and reconciliation throughout
human society and for the liberation of men and
women from every kind of oppression. Because men
and women are made in the image of God, every
person, regardless of race, religion, colour, culture,
class, sex or age, has an intrinsic dignity because of
which he or she should be respected and served, not
exploited. We affirm that God is both
the Creator and the Judge of all people.

We therefore should share his concern for justice
and reconciliation throughout human society and
for the liberation of men and women from every
kind of oppression. Because men and women are
made in the image of God, every person, regardless
of race, religion, colour, culture, class, sex or age,
has an intrinsic dignity because of which he or she
should be respected and served, not exploited. Here
too we express penitence both for our neglect and
for having sometimes regarded evangelism and
social concern as mutually exclusive.

Although reconciliation with other people is not
reconciliation with God, nor is social action
evangelism, nor is political liberation salvation,
nevertheless we affirm that evangelism and sociopolitical involvement are both part of our Christian
duty. For both are necessary expressions of our
doctrines of God and man, our love for our
neighbour and our obedience to Jesus Christ. The
message of salvation implies also a message of
judgment upon every form of alienation,
oppression and discrimination, and we
should not be afraid to denounce evil
and injustice wherever they exist.

When people receive Christ they are born again into
his kingdom and must seek not only to exhibit but
also to spread its righteousness in the midst of an
unrighteous world. The salvation we claim should
be transforming us in the totality of our personal
and social responsibilities. Faith without works is
dead.”

Lusanne Covenant: The Church and Evangelism
“We affirm that Christ sends his redeemed people
into the world as the Father sent him, and that this
calls for a similar deep and costly penetration of the
world. We need to break out of our ecclesiastical
ghettos and permeate non-Christian society. In the
Church’s mission of sacrificial service evangelism is
primary. World evangelization requires the whole
Church to take the whole gospel to the whole world.
The Church is at the very centre of God’s
cosmic purpose and is his appointed
means of spreading the gospel.

But a church which preaches the cross must itself be
marked by the cross. It becomes a stumbling block
to evangelism when it betrays the gospel or lacks a
living faith in God, a genuine love for people, or
scrupulous honesty in all things including promotion
and finance. The church is the community of God’s
people rather than an institution, and must not be
identified with any particular culture, social or
political system, or human ideology.”

Luke 24:44-46 (ESV)
44

Then he said to them, “These are my words
that I spoke to you while I was still with you,
that everything written about me in the Law
of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” 45 The he opened their
minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Christ should suffer and on the
third day rise from the dead,

Luke 24:47-50 (ESV)
47

and that repentance and forgiveness of
sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are
witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I
am sending the promise of my Father upon
you. But stay in the city until you are clothed
with power from on high.” 50 The he led them
out as far as Bethany, and lifting up
his hands he blessed them.

Luke 24:51-53 (ESV)
51

While he blessed them, he parted from them
and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple
blessing God.

2 Corinthians 5:17-19 (ESV)
17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the
new has come. 18 All this is from God, who
through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave
us the ministry or reconciliation; 19 that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting to us the
message of reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 (ESV)
20

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ,
God making his appeal through us. We implore
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

Invest and Invite

John 13:34-35 (ESV)
34

“A new commandment I give to you, that you
love one another: just as I have loved you, you
also are to love one another. 35 By this all
people will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.”

Gospel-Story
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1. God
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