


Distinctives:
Who We Are



Faithful to Scripture

The Bible is the Word of God given to teach us 
about God and how we should live in His world.  It 
is our final authority for all things.  It is the 
‘roadmap’ for all that we are, say, and do.  God’s 
voice, speaking through it, must make sense of our 
past and guide our present and future.  Personal 
and corporate traditions, history, and experience 
are all important, yet it is God alone through 
Scripture who is definitive.



14 But as for you, continue in what you 
have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it     
15 and how from childhood you have 
been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

2 Timothy 3:14-16 (ESV)



16 All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, 17 that the man of 
God may be competent, equipped for 
every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)



20 knowing this first of all, that no 
prophecy of Scripture comes from 
someone’s own interpretation. 21 For 
no prophecy was ever produced by the 
will of man, but men spoke from God 
as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit. 

2 Peter 1:20-21 (ESV)



Gospel-Centered

The story of the Bible is the gospel - God’s amazing 
plan to restore all things to himself.  The gospel is 
the ‘good news’ that God has graciously provided a 
way for sinful people to have a right, loving 
relationship with Him.  Jesus is the way: He left 
heaven, came to earth, lived a perfect life, and 
died in our place.  Miraculously He rose from the 
dead to demonstrate victory over sin, death, and 
the devil.  



Through the sacrificial death of Jesus, all who turn 
from their sin and confess Jesus as their Lord are 
given eternal life.  This happens in an instant, yet 
God’s work in a person does not stop there.  The 
on-going aspect of salvation will continue for the 
rest of a person’s life; therefore, the gospel is for 
every day.  



3 We always thank God, the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 
for you, 4 since we heard of your faith 
in Christ Jesus and of the love that you 
have for all the saints, 

Colossians 1:3-4 (ESV)



5 because of the hope laid up for you 
in heaven. Of this you have heard 
before in the word of the truth, the 
gospel, 

Colossians 1:5 (ESV)



6 which has come to you, as indeed in 
the whole world it is bearing fruit and 
growing—as it also does among you, 
since the day you heard it and 
understood the grace of God in truth, 

Colossians 1:6 (ESV)



Devoted to Each Other 

As a local church, being an interconnected, 
interdependent family of believers, we pursue 
genuine Christian living together.  This can be a 
reality because the gospel affects not just our 
relationship with God but also our relationships 
with people: people who know Jesus can be in 
harmony with others who know Jesus.  We are 
literally brothers and sisters in Christ who need and 
rely on one another.



42 And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. 43 And awe came upon every 
soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles. 

Acts 2:42-43 (ESV)



44 And all who believed were together 
and had all things in common. 45 And 
they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 

Acts 2:44-45 (ESV)



46 And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, they received their food 
with glad and generous hearts,             
47 praising God and having favor with 
all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number day by day those who 
were being saved.

Acts 2:46-47 (ESV)



Transformation-Minded 

As a local church, being an interconnected, 
interdependent family of believers, we pursue 
genuine Christian living together.  This can be a 
reality because the gospel affects not just our 
relationship with God but also our relationships 
with people: people who know Jesus can be in 
harmony with others who know Jesus.  We are 
literally brothers and sisters in Christ who need and 
rely on one another.



Passionately Concerned for both Our 
Immediate Community and the World 

As a family of believers who have been and are 
being changed by the gospel, we cannot help but 
be moved with compassion for the spiritual, 
physical, emotional, and mental needs of both our 
community and the world at large.  God has called 
us to leave a geographical footprint in the Valley.  



He has also called us to participate in extending 
the gospel around the globe.  We yearn to engage 
people in spiritual conversations, demonstrate the 
love of Christ through acts of mercy, and live in 
such a way that God will draw people to salvation 
through our words and deeds.



8 But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.

Acts 1:8 (ESV)



Church on Mill Vision 

•Why we exist 

•What we do 

•Who we are


