Living a
Cross-Shaped
Life

A cross-shaped life:

Living each day in light
of what happened at
the cross

Colossians 1:15-18a (ESV)

15 He

is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by
him all things were created, in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him. 17 And he is
before all things, and in him all things
hold together. 18a And he is the head of
the body, the church.

Colossians 1:18b-21 (ESV)

18b

He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in everything he
might be preeminent. 19 For in him all
the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile
to himself all things, whether on earth
or in heaven, making peace by the
blood of his cross.
21 And you, who once were
alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil
deeds,

Colossians 1:22-23 (ESV)

22

he has now reconciled in his body of
flesh by his death, in order to present
you holy and blameless and above
reproach before him, 23 if indeed you
continue in the faith, stable and
steadfast, not shifting from the hope of
the gospel that you heard, which has
been proclaimed in all creation under
heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a
minister.

Living a Cross-Shaped Life
1. Honor Jesus above all else

Luke 14:25-28 (ESV)

25 Now

great crowds accompanied him,
and he turned and said to them, 26 “If
anyone comes to me and does not hate
his own father and mother and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yes,
and even his own life, he cannot be my
disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his
own cross and come after me cannot be
my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring
to build a tower, does not first sit down
and count the cost, whether he has
enough to complete it?

Luke 14:29-31 (ESV)

29

Otherwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, all
who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying,
‘This man began to build and was not
able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out
to encounter another king in war, will
not sit down first and deliberate
whether he is able with ten thousand to
meet him who comes against him with
twenty thousand?

Luke 14:32-33 (ESV)

32

And if not, while the other is yet a
great way off, he sends a delegation and
asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore,
any one of you who does not renounce
all that he has cannot be my disciple.

Living a Cross-Shaped Life
1. Honor Jesus above all else
2. Pursue Jesus above all else

Philippians 3:4-6 (ESV)

4 though

I myself have reason for
confidence in the flesh also. If anyone
else thinks he has reason for confidence
in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised
on the eighth day, of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of
the church; as to righteousness under
the law, blameless.

Philippians 3:7-8 (ESV)

7

But whatever gain I had, I counted as
loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I
count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have
suffered the loss of all things and count
them as rubbish, in order that I may
gain Christ

Philippians 3:9-11 (ESV)

9

and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends
on faith— 10 that I may know him and
the power of his resurrection, and may
share his sufferings, becoming like him
in his death, 11 that by any means
possible I may attain the resurrection
from the dead.

Living a Cross-Shaped Life
1. Honor Jesus above all else
2. Pursue Jesus above all else
3. Serve Jesus above all else

Ephesians 2:1-3 (ESV)

1 And

you were dead in the trespasses
and sins 2 in which you once walked,
following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at work in the
sons of disobedience— 3 among whom
we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the
body and the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind.

Ephesians 2:4-7 (ESV)

4

But God, being rich in mercy, because
of the great love with which he loved
us, 5 even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved—
6 and raised us up with him and seated
us with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages
he might show the immeasurable riches
of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV)

8

For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result
of works, so that no one may boast. 10
For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should
walk in them.

